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HEN, at. pore tha the requeſt, of 
a Noble Jour Society, 1 
WW. ſubmitted to: Uns 1 Lece if ſervice ;' 1 
 , had almeſt capuwated,” that that re- 
queſt ſhould not extend Logs the Pulpit And had 
own mean \ performance ſe- 
cur 4 me (as It any, danger of 'the Preſs ;.. 
I had realy infite 5. "micelly on SH? previledge.. 
But the contrary commands Sir of Tour Honourable Fra- 
ternity ſo uſeful to the Nation; and to which, we- 
are all (+ ctally in this Lyons i fo imuch bebold-- 
mg ; broug with them a ſuperſedeas to ae, 
—__ And the Wald's Ch it as Yow- he 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

that i is, no otherwiſe than Tou your ſelves had, without - 

any other Addition or CDimtuution, except 4 ; word or 

two'wpon one Head. , ., 

©* f Þave in it (as to hat rilates to the Text) Con- 
© fmd my ny. to ghe Word of God: Qr rather 

drawn them from it 4 as. the beſt Rule of our Att _ 

ons: And 1 am perſwaded if we would but conſider © 

what God expctis of us th every Stage and Station 

of our Life, we” would, without any Perſwaſuns take 

vat c chre ty live. as Reaſanable Men, and Good Chniſti- 


wy bat Serbs of # _ FS but, T fear  . 


tle purpo eto o fer at an Fn ogy for 
them (tho conſidering my circumſtances, 1 Art 


- to. [ay for my e/ And fmce the ; unity 0 
24 ne 75, happily Ls "> > 
w 2 | 


"offs Jo al ; F wes ace” the 
e'l have” '0 that \ | 


preſs. the "great : 
Hl, ity, whertwit Iu "and They "were e pleas d, to treat 
me. As. it could not" be mert Fd by me, f meth © 


Was, it expefted, and therefore Ty me. ly We rext- 
*e- Qbligatie to ownt. wed end 4a Bo 


Ss T- R," 
Yours fe Bl 4 Q _ bn Y\ 
"go Their, Wn iid th mble Servant: 
* foHN FINGLAS, 


Poker ns and through t Re 


- "of his Divine Aſſiſtance-at 


ISAIAH 43. 2. Firſt part, 


ben thou paſſef. through the Waters, Twill 


be with thee: And through the Rivers, 
they ſpat not FURyaRe zbee. 


4 HE words are Metapher th 
'' borrowed from tcp ite 

| many hazards and dangers} in rheir'p 
Nice Waters ; 


hole i {od DIE ww; 
| of 


we may coiceive as a Sea f 
a Ship i: midf{t of t 


jo : Waves, which 
bur” ha vi Thy 
Wat bitandiog 
curely, nfl wi bat hr Pl ks ho > bin of Heaven ; 
for he tells her, When thaw: paſſe; nbyy the Waters, I 


Ku 4.1 ſpall mop over- 
-The Words contain 'a*ſvect and eious Promiſe; | 

wherein [the Lord. particularly inpa to be 

with his own People the Jews, in = Babplon | Cap- 

tivity, 'and .more generally 'with the whole C of 


Chriſt, as well as eyery_ Member thereof; g them 
pal 1n their 


times, and elpe 
rough the Waters of brat to the Hea- 


- Soi that.in the Text we have conſide- 
rable theſe following particulars. 
B L The 


A Sermon Preached before 


I, 2. 


V; Fs, 16, 


I. The Churches outward State and Condition, and 


that is dangerous ,. When thou paſſe# through the Waters,.. 


and through the Rivers; 


45. Her Sifety and Prefirvarion in that dangerous con- 
dition, They ſbali\not owerfow thee. | 


ITI. The effeQtual Cauſe and Ground” of that Safety 


Pſal. 69 more 


ck faſt in the deep mire where no ground. is, 
& Waters,.. ſo: that the run Over 
we.. And again, Take me out: Fes mire that T fink nat , 
and, auto the dep mars, [et wet, the water fend drown 


me, neither let the deep ſwallow me np, and let nat the +4 


faut ber mouth. upon. me. And yet, tho' by water our 


is ſo frequently endangered, it cannot notwithſtanding 
ah v2 9g be well preſerved ; Nothing can-more Fd 
gerouſly or: uncomfortably be wanting to the life of 


Man than Waterz and no. leſs. neceſſary and uſeful are - 


AfﬀMictions to the life of a Chriſtian ; «they rouze us from 
our ſecurity, wean us from the . World, and drive us 
unto. God ; and if they- do not by any Inherent vertue 
and power of their own contribute to make Men. bet. 
ter, yet, they will not, at. leaſt, ' ſuffer them to be at 
caſe 1n- their Sins, and-ſo diſpoſes them towards Re. 
pentance: Like a. bluſtring. Storm, they keep Men. a. 
wake, make them look to their tackling, Faith; to their 


Anchor, 


| / 


YA 


peoſencly Her thoughts are! lmie-ward.”» A delicious 
» 


to be overtaken with this, 1 ſaid in my 


the Brotherbgod of Trrinity-Houſe. 


Anchor, Hope; to their Compaſs, - the :Word of - Ged; 
whereas Proſperity, like a flattering'and deceitful Calm, 
makes Men both their danger, and deliverer ; like 
a conſtant and ſtiff Gale, it carries them with too full 
Sail, to be checkt or controuled: So that if a Man 
could be ſo uncharitable as to wiſh an Enemy?s - foul = 


loft, this were: the only. way, -let him live in the heighr 
.of the Worlds Blandiſhments, for how can he love a ſe- 


cond Beauty who never faw. but one, - and ſtill remains 
enamoured with it? While Naomy's Husband and Sons 
liv'd, we-find no motion of her returning: home 'to * 
dh, but ag ſooner are her earthly! ftays removed; 


while every thing is reſplendant and contentful about 
us, makes us apt to ſet up our reft here, to-fancy a kind 
of ftedfaftneſs-in the things'we- enjoy, and-'never think 
of another--State. Becauſe they heve' no chav 
Plalmift, [cherefore they-fear not God; and+he:hi 


ſeems 


mever be moved. And tells us, plainly, - Before he was af- 
fiifted- he went aftray 5 but now, thatis after he had been 


chaſtiz'd; he had heps.Gods Word. And doubtleſs, Ad- Pfal. 1g. 


verſity \has-whi ny a ſoul to 'Heaven,” whichothet-*7 
wile ity had in all likelyhood coach'd 'to Hell; 
witneſs the Prodigal in the Parable, who was poſting 
thither, +ill he was whipt home agaia,-by thoſe pitt- 
leſs and hard-hearted Nabz/s, who refuſed to fill his Bel- 
ly with -the busks of the Swine. © And we. every day 

e, that untouch'd -Fortunes,- and touch'd Conlciences 
ſeldom dwelH together, and that it's but too. uſual for 
them that know no ſorrow, to know no God. And 
therefore God himſelf, concerning his own People the 
Jews, days thus, - 1 will 'g0' and return to'my Placey till 
they achnowledg their offence, and ſeek my face, for tathiiy 


, . Gith The Pvl. 55.9. 
perity T ball PG 30.6. 


AﬀtiBion they will ſeek me _ And again; Twill w4lt jer. g.-. 
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_ Hoſ 5.10. And; God himſelf tells the Princes of 


Lam-3-54. Cries Out, That the Waters 
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A Sermon Preached before 


them and: try thews,: for how ſball I do for the Daughter of 
7. Poole. 4 &.:I will not. only alia my People, but 
I = leave them under the: preflure thereof, for /I can 
devile.no other way to do them good, than by caſtin 
them into the furnace of affliction, having: by . long tria 
fouod: that nothing [eHe will work. upon; a ſinful! and 
* Rif-neck'd People: butithen, F am ſure: they: will ears 
neftly.and inſtantly tek 'after me. | | 
- But- not; only, Afiftions' in- general, but Perſecutions 
the.moſt grievous! of. AMiQions, and thoſe the moſt vio- 
lefit and us; !are49 phe Scripture. repreſented by 
Plal. 88.7 Waters, "and fo David i complaids; Fhive — lieth 
hard on me;. and; thau haſt. offlicted | me with ail) thy Wanes. 
Tudah, That he will 
pour, out: his Wrath upon: them: like Water. And the Church 
grodning under the. fury, and» oppreſſion of 'her Enemies 
ers flowed over her... Fead, Of. all 
Elements, : Fire and: Water are the moſt mercileſs, they 
are, we lay, good Servants, but bad Maſters; and of 
the two, Water. is the worſt: for there's no Fire {o 
fierce or raging, - but it may be. quench'd with.,water, 
but if Water become violent, it cannot. by\ any power 
'* of, Man be: reſiſted; none'but God himſelf can fer Doors 
Job 38.11, and Bars 'to its Incroachmeots, arid ſay, Hithe#to {þ 
_ thou paſs, and no-further:: and: here ſhall thy. proud' waves 
Job, 10. 7.bei ffayed:; Nor can any take off God's affliting Hard 


but hitnſelf, , 7's. He that {mites,' and: be. inſt. cheals Fe © 


that wounds,.. and- he muſt bind up; and thetefore the-Pro- 


- Hoſ.6. 1.phet's Inference ſhould be ours, (ome, ſays he,' and let ns 


refurn.anto the Lord. He':1s a.filly MalefaRtor, that; in 
hopes of a Reprieve or Pardon, applies himſelf tggthe 
Executioner,/. ang, not; -t9>the Judge5,! yet: 'tis-tod® roo 
- often. the very: courſe we. our: ſelves' take, who inthe 
day.of-trouble reſt upon vain helps. that cannot profit, 
ſomerimes upon the arm of fleſh. only,” to which there's 
; | "a 


4 


the Brotherhood of 'T-ranity-Houle. py 
a Curſe annext, Carſed is the ;man that' tonflerh "in, "man, Jec. 17. 5. 
and maketh fleſb his ' arm," and\whoſe\ heart"dep arteth: from 
the Lord. | Sometimes upon forme Angel or Saint'in'Hea-: 
ven, from whom ſome expe& relief, or (which is much 
worſe) like S«/, from Conjurers or Witches upon Earth, 
reſolving with 'the: Heathen, + . bl 3s 
'\*  » FleGere fi nequeo ſuperos, Acherontamovebo, | 
Which is' 1n Plain Engliſh, * 36 I cannot prevail. with 
God, I will apply my / ſelf to the Devil : As Ahaziah, 1 Kings 
who- being, ſick, ſent to enquire of Bael-zeb»ub the God/”*** 
. of Eckrovn, «whether he ſhould recover of.his-{ickneſs; but 
woful is: the' Cure: { as:he tos omg they. that” is 
wrought: 'by ſuch Phyfitians-: | we: have- learnt; better 
| ; the_general rule in all trouble is,” Call wpon : we ph.;s. 1; 
in the duy of trouble, and. I will deliver thee 5 and thos ſhals. 
we. As, therefore, the ezes of ſervants, look wnto the p(,t 111.2. 
of their Maſters, and as the eyes of :« Maiden to the- 
hand of her Miſtreſs, ſo- our eyes Pall; wait upon thee' our 
God;*.until thou have mercy upon us; | 
. ' But yet farther, We have. here mention, not only of 
Waters, but of Rivers of Waters, which notes the varie- 
and'multiplicity. of the Churches'troubles; Many, faith p;,...... 
« be Plalmiſt, are the _Afli:ons of the Righteous, Many in | 
number, heavy in burthen,; and ſometimes; long in con+ 
tinuance 3 which: holds true, both as to the Church in ge» 
neral, andthe. Saints in particular. What doſeful com- 
plaints doth the Church make _—_ — in the Book .. 
of the Lamentations? Behold, :0. Lord,” how- I am trou- Lam. tia. 
bled , : my' Bowels ſwell , "my heart 'is7 turned ' within me; « * 
I am full of heavineſs,. for the Sword; ſ[poileth: abroad, as © 
Death doth at home : And how lamentably- doth the Peo- 
ple of God : bemoan -themlſelves, and the State :of the ke 
'Charctr.in-E/ay's Prophefie? Be not angry, O Lord, above 16.459; 
meaſure, neither remens iquity for ever © . Behold, ſee-we **:*'- 
beſeech thee; we are thy People. holy Cities . are « Wil- 
| | derneſs,,. 
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'A Sermon Preached before 


Job. 16.14- 


Pſal.42.7. 


Pſal.38. 2. 


Pal. 216:” 


3. 


25. 


V, 23. 


terneſs, Zion 1s 8 Wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a deſolation Our holy 
jy Y houſe; wwbere-our. Fathers praiſed thee, is burnt 
up with fire: ad all gar pleafart things are laid waſte. Anditf 
you would ſee this ig/ particulars, you'll find forrows fel- 
dom come alone, and therefore *twas Jo#s complaint, 
That | God brake in upon him mith breach upon breach : and: 
David, That one deep called upon another at the noiſe of the 
Water ſpouts: andihow near he gutbeng {wallowed/itp 
by thols depehs, -his complaints in them ſufficiently wit- 


. neſs. Thine arrows, ſaith he, ſtick faſt in me, and thine 


hand preſſeth me ſore. There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſb, bt- 
canſe' of - thine anger':.neither is there any reſt in my bones; 
becuuſe of my ſins And-ſurely it was ſomething beyond all 
this he felt; when he'tells 'us, The ſorrows of death:compaſſeil 
are, and the pains of "Hell got - hold upow me; 1 found 


trouble "and - ſorrow. - And what St. Paul fuffer'd by. theſe 


2 Cor. 11 


—_ _ in-a mx wage were | hn, wr ww 
ith he, 1 /afftred ſhrpmrack 7 4 might and & day 1 beve 

in the dee Jo pry yyny the Waters, in perils inthe City, in 
perils in the ( ountry, in perils in the See: in fuch perils, 
as \ct#me not ſhort of death it ſelf, - as - he | before ex- 
prefſeth it. Nor need we wonder, that this is ofteritimes 
the Tot of the Righteous, ſince the Lord: declares 
himſelf to be- an Adverſary to Sin'1n all Men, and the 
very wicked may themſelves take notice, that he is not 
partial to-any, when his commands are not- regard. 


ed. FR | 
He doth thereby-likew1iſe reduce his own ſervants from 


+ running headlong; witly the Wicked to Perdition : . For 


1 Cor. 11. 


32+ 


were we altogether exemptedfrom the Rod, how ſecure 
and careleſs, how wanton or froward. would we grow ; 
and into how many perils would we caſt our ſelves: . and 
therefore the Apokile, to our comfort, - aſſures us... hey 
we NN ee chaftened of the Lord, thet we ſbould 
not be condemned with the World, . Erring Souls are Cor- 


| | rected, 


* 


"te Hrenberkood of Try Hoke 


[. 


refcd, : that they may be converted, not confounded. 
Sucty is the: goodneſs of our God, that his very Anger 

eds from or; 4. and if he ſconrpes che Fleſh, It 15 
or no other reafon, but, That the ſpirit may be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus. 

Many and uſeful are the Inferences which might be de- 
duced from this potnt ; but Tſhall only at preſent extiort 
you to look for, and provide agaioft theſe uncomfortable 
ſteps in your Chriſtian Race, that they occur not with 
the advantage of a ſurpriſe, and ſo diſcourage you from 
going on-in the way<to blifs. He that goes to Sea, 
eſpecially if he ingage in a long Voyage, muſt expe to 
meet with many a cold Blaft, many a daſhing Wave, and 
now and then a violent Storm and TempeR, before he 
arrives at his intended Harbour ; and they who ingage 
for Heaven fhould do the like: Sit down” and confidet 
what it may coſt them before they come there. And 
their not doing it, is the great reaſon of moſt; 'or of all 
thoſe ſhameful Apoſtacies, 


Men fall-off from hopefyul'beginnings; add as the-Apoſtle 
has it, End j» the Fleſh after dey Ha gs in the Spivit. 
The reaſon muſt be , becauſe they confider'd; riot whar 
they . undertook. - And. therefore our Saviour admo- 


niſhes his Proſelites to" compute firſt” the dificalries in- 
cident to their - Profeffion. He' would' have 'Merr that 


by which the Name of God, - 
and Religion, are ſo much difhonoured 3.namely, when. 


1 Cor. 5.5. 


come to him, and' pretend to* embrace his Religibn,. . 


to*count-the coft of- it, ' to know the worſt of things, 
and to' conſider all that may happen ; and that he may. 
not enſnare them, by 'propoſing too *eafie terms, he 


. bids them reckon upon the worſt, and tells them,” thar 


he- that will not Take up his Croſs, and deny himfelf. He Mat. 16: 


hath  ſhallnot be his Diſcipke. - And that,” Throz 
Tribulation we muit enter into the Kjngdom of 
| - - accordingly 


«that will not forſake Father and Mather, and: all that he ** 
much Ads. I4+ 
» And ** 
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"A Sermon Preathed before 


Eccluſ. 2. 
I 2s 


Mark 14. 
29, 3L. 


. encounter; And therefore | it ſped accordingly, and. he 


accordingly... And without this, we ſhall; be in da 


- might enſne, there. was. no; preparaticn for. a_ ,r; 


accordingly the wiſe Son. of S$yrach, adviſes, My Son if” 
thin come to {erve. the Lord, prepare thy Soul for Tempta- 
70s. That is, if thou intend?ſt to enter upon. a Religious 
and Vertuous courſe, thou muſt. forethink .the Impe- 
diments, as, well: as the - Incouragements,. the 'Conflifts 
as well as. the Crown, and-arm thy ſelf with reſolution 


er 
upon every little attack to be ſurpriz'd- and beaten F: 
As was no leſs a-Man than St. Perer himſelf, who in 
a zealous. pang of Devotion to. his Maſter, : tells . him 
Tf all men [bout forſake thee, yet will not 15 if 1 ſhout, 
die with thee, 1 will not detry thee ; but he had. not ferioylly 
conſidered the _matter, nor  bethought him of . what 


_ % 


cawe off ſhameſully ; whereas , Jok, being, thus fores 
arm'd, rode out. the greateſt greateſt Storm, that. per; 


| haps any, meer Man-was ever expoſed to, without fl 


 iog from, his Integrity and ſteddy Temper, ,norwith: 


Job 3,25. 


oſt 


Job ” x 


ſanding. all. his. Temptations-to-the contrary; / , 

Pliny enough, hints af che reaſon ond ground of it I 

theſe wards, The thing which 7 greatly feared, 1s come wpoy 

me," and that which I was afraid of, is come unto me. Tnti- 

ung, that in. the midſt of all his:;aMuence, in his - - 
Tur and; proſperious ſtate, he had, chopghes 20g ot 

ars. ofa change; he knew all his Worldly. comforts. to 

be murtable and vain,, and that a'fform might overtake 

him, which might force him. to. throw them all. ovyer- 

board, aod' be content” with his life for a-prey ;-and ac. 


_ 


£ordingly he provided for it: ſo.that when it indeed fell”. 


; Out, as he feared, he was prepared to meet it; . though . 
not without danger, Jet without ſurprize; 235 £opugh 
proſperity be could ſay, 1/ 1 have made Gola my hope, or 

neath mas great; or becauſe my hand huol 


24,25, Py 
is," epejejoed becauſe, im 


gotten much, my Mouth hath kiſfd my Hand, this were an, ( 3 
_ Iniquity,” 


* na m—— I VE TTEOeS > 
"the Balak ef to 5 
Tniguity, for 1 ſoould have de the God that is above.” $0 ; 


in his Adverſ he cot. w _ \.w; RR (+ M 
C 4Ve, F; ob 1, 21. 
pr, hy 2 of x7 797 the Name of a Lord. And it 
_—_ the t-of his Affliction that made 
Kon one ſpect Gronnd of hi 
$ of Fri, 
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| Sens it was foto Hezekiah 'in 
AMiQion, when he lay under the very fen- 


PEE eh 
beart, | and Howe that which * 4 god 
Warers td 


33.1, 


1 | , This ill-let'" 
ve ty Wee EE - may prove 
rows, p ie Mant we ; 
for JE 


; Fin Ga Genetic Age 
thiol us, that the' Trowbles Pro. 34- 
35 the ſame Breach /aNfyre '5 

them all.* Got 10 
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ood. that be would ot: | ſuffer en evil\to be, if he were not 
F= powerful. as to turn .it into O This indeed may 
ſeem liks.. Semp/an's Riddle ; . ul 
— how Meat . {hou come. 
Sweet out, of the Sour or car 
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Rom $. 3- ceive, how Tri 


il them that ore 6x86 
prove cſs ive. 
Navy FT: 

Exod. Jo2s Church: 


Gen. 7.17. AF Pro 
; wi LT 


| foring, a6 may by gehple ood obſer 
ooo 'd oo 
- with the raging of. [: ; Ted 


,and therefore 


s of the Earth Pſal.2.2,4 
ſtand: apy, 8nd the Rulers take —_ 10g inf the 
Lora, and. cinf. his anointed, yet they > 4 Vain 
thing, and he that fitteth in Heaven ſball laugh them to ſcorn. 

It is but.as the coming forth of a Shepherd againſt a Ly- 16 z:. 4. 
on, as the Prophet compares it. It is but to make a 
Combination to. pull the Sun out of Heaven, or. for a 
d with 6 Hoa, or 4 ON On of 


wat L2EICC ; 4] 
gOx th - 
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_ -be will deliver me from this Phiti 
knd. NG Flat Lord hath delivered tw from- 6k 
rence of Death , and doth deliejes ; therdfors Þ iruft that 
he will deliver, © Theſe, and other the liks og cm 
were writen for our learning;\that'we alſo, thy 
fort of the Scriptures, have hope, Men are'© 
ready to ſink under 'the-ſeaſe und weight wes 
ſent evil thar lies heavy-oti _ becauſe they-do not 
look back to God's former-w towards: 31cb=o 
Cm I, or cheeſe map 1n- particular :\phete- 
as, If en would (when theChurdiS i in vpn tun 


of her Eticmies heretofore. He hach frus. 
recipes hod taken off the Wheels, on which 

er did-move. As be dealt with Phire- 
hd i ns vt pl 100 I 


ftrated the a 
3: ee panty 


and ned:the Wi wor Oh 

ES 
- an 

£55 their own! Cs 


mop rony he — as - Eeyps," te. 
Deny fe or ;, and in the W "30 Dering: 
_ 1.0L 4 7 be Lord delivwved me from « 4nd: 


rave The: Lord hi deliveted'his Church fron-the Pride: 


and briog-foreh bis Church with: 


þ... T lis. Pon ay 47th © 


She may» ſometimes ſeertito be fwallowed up; yet will 
he oever ſuffer the-Proud Waves to. overflow her : He 
will Defeat thoſe thar.leek. to waſte, and depopulare Her ; 
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of a Ship, and a Faithful and Skilful Friend to com- 
fort in a Storm ; all this is God's Preſence to the 
Church in Her AfiiQtions. He is preſent to defend her 
from all her Enemies, to ſtrengthen, comfort, and up- 
hold her in all her ſufferings ; to reſcue, deliver and 
proteEt her from all her dangers : according to that of 
the Prophet, 1 am with thee, ſaith the Lord, to ſave Jer. 30.11 
thee. 
The Opperations of this Preſence, are various and 
excellent , according to the determination of his Wiſ- 
dom, for his own Glory and our Good : and many 
and Miraculous are the Means, which he ulſeth to de- 
liver us out of the Waters. | 
Sometimes he provides an Ark as he did for Noh: Ge. 1. 
Sometimes he ſends a Nurſe, as he did for Moſes, to 
take him out of the waters : Sometimes he provides gxos. +.- 
Boards, as he did for Pau! and the reſt of his company 
wo the Ship was ſplit, whereby hey eſcaped ſafe to AQ.2744 
2d. | 
Sometimes he divides the Waters, as he did the Red- 
Sea for Iſrae/ ; He ſets the Enemies of his Church 
one againlt another, and by dividing them, preſerves 
his own : thus the Lord ſet every Mans ſword againſt 
his feHlow, in the Huge Hoſt of the Mzdianites. Some- 5,ve .... 
times he ſtops the current,. or turns the ſtream of Wa- 
ters, ſo that they run no longer againſt the peace and 
quiet of his People. As when Eſas was meeting Jacob 
with one Troop, Laban following, him with another, 
both with Hoſtile Intentions, and both go on to the ve- 
ry utmoſt point of Execution, and yet both are divert- 
ed from their purpoſe, for ſtay but a while, and you 
{hall ſee E/as meet him with a Kiſs, and Laban leave 
him with another : he hath an Oath from the one, 
Tears from the other, and Peace from both. Let our 


Enemies be never ſo mighty, their hearts are in God's 
D hands, 


= 


_— —— 


4 
25 as 


——_ T_T re 7 IETSs 


—_— 


bp” 8 ' A Sermon Preached before 


hands, and he can turn them like the Rivers of Waters, 
and make them be at peace with us ; according to that of 
Prov.16 7. the wiſe King, When « Mans ways pleaſe the Lord, be ma- 
keth his enemies to be at peace with him. In a word, tho 
this Divine Preſence ſhould not exempt us from, yet « 
will it be our Refuge in the Storm, if he deliver not 
out of the Waters, yet he will by them; if he fave 
not from trouble, yet he will make the very trouble, 
a means of ſafety : And though we ſhould periſh Tem- 
porally in the waters of diſtreſs, yet will he be with us, 
to ſave us Eternally in the Manſions of Bliſs. 

And this is the only Rock on which we may caſt 
Anchor, in. any trouble, fear, or diſtreſs: It's not our 
own Will, or Skill, or Strength, or Contrivance, that 
keeps us above water, and preſerves us from ſinking; but + ]* 
only that Divine Preſence that fuffers not the waters 
to overflow us. St. Paul and his Company were in a 
AR.27.20, great Tempeſt, All hope that they ſhould be ſaved, was 
| taken away, yet. he exhorts them .to be of good chear, 
becauſe there ſhould norbe the loſs of any Mans Life 
amongſt them: And the ground hereof was God's Pro- 

v. 24,25, Miſe (ſuch another as in the Text) which he believ'd. 
The caſe is the ſame with us, our Enemies come 
againſt us in Armies, with infinite methods and ſtrata- 
gems to circutnvent us, we are compaſſed about with — |. 
infirmities, with enemies too hard, and ans too heavy "1 
for us, with fears and doubtings, with difidence and | 
diſtruſt. How can we in ſuch Tempeſts and Dificulties | 
be cheer'd, but only by caſting Anchor on God's promiſe 
Rom.4.18. to-be with us? By learning to hope above hope : to be 
ſtrong in him, when we are weak in our [lives s to 
be faithful in him, when we are fearful in our ſelves; 
to be ſtedfaſt in him, when we ſtagger in our ſelves. | 
In -a word, in the mid'ſt of Satans buffets, and our 
own corruptions ;. ro find a ſufficiency in his Grace, 


able 


the Brotherhood of Trinity-Houſe. by 9 ; 


able to anſwer, and to ward off all. Nor are we on- 2 Cor. 1 
ly beſet with enemies, but which is worſt, of all, we '* 


are enemies to our ſelves, the burden of the fleſh, 
the aſſaults of the world, the fiery darts of Satan ; 
{warms of Midianites, troops of Amalakites, the Sea before 


us, the Egyptians behind us, Sin before, Satan and the . 


World behind : Either I muſt run on and be drowned 
in ſin, or I muſt ſtand ſtill and be hew'd in pieces with 
the perſecutions of wicked Men, or elſe revolt, and 
turn back to Egypt, and be devour'd in her plagues. 
In theſe extremities the Apoſtle direfts us, to look unto 
Feſus who is the Author, and will be the finiſber of our 
Faith : who will carry us through all theſe difficulties, 
who is our Captain to lead us, our Second and Fel- 
low Combatant, to Fight with us, and for us. It's yet 
but a little while, he will come, and will not tarry, 
he is within the view of our faith, he is within the cry 
of our prayers, he ſitteth at the Right-Hand, of Power : 
Nay, he there ftandeth, and is riſen up already in the 


Quarrel of his Saints. The nearer the Egyptian is to 1/- agg 4.56. 


rael, the nearer he is to Ruin, and the nearer Iſrael is to 
Deliverance. Though Moſes have not Chariots nor 
multitudes of Weapons, yet he hath a Rod, a Branch, 
an Angel of God's Preſence, which can open the Sea, 
and pive an Ifſue to the greateſt Danger, and turn the 
Enemies Rage into his own Ruine. And therefore , 
whenever we are aſlaulted, whenever we are oppreſs'd 
with any heavy Temptation, with Diſcomforts, Fears, 
Faintings, Wearineſs, Deſpair, or the like ; let us not 
toſs over our own Store, nor depend upon any Strength 
or- Principles of our own, but look only by Faith to 
the Promiſes and Vittories of Chriſt, who hath him- 
ſelf already triumphed, who accounteth our Temptati- 
ons his, and his ViCtories ours, who turned the great- 
eſt Perplexities which the World ſhall eyer fee into a 
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Luke 21. 
25, 28, 


Exod. 14. 
T3. 


2-Chron. 
16. 89. 


Prov. 18, 
10. 


Doftrine of Comfort unto his Diſciples ; and by whom 
we ſhall be able to do all things z and though we were 
ſurrounded by Enemies, to eſcape, as he did, through 
the middſt of them all. And therefore were thy -Soul 
in ſuch a ſtraight as [/-ae/ between the Red Sea and the 
Feyptians, The Spirits of Vengeance, Satan and his Ac- 
complices , like thole Enemies, purſuing thee behind, 
Death and Hell, like the Sea, ready to ingulph thee be- 
fore, yet would I ſpeak to thee in the Confidence of 
Moſes.. Stand ſtill and ſee the Saluation of the Lord, 
Hence , all ye diffident Fears. He whom we truſt 
is Omnipotent. Whoſe Eyes run too and fro to ſhew 
himſelf valiant in the Behalf of thoſe thatwalk uprightly. 
The Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower, the Righteous 
runneth untoit, and i ſafe : this Tower is impregnable 
by all the forces of Satan and his Inſtruments : this For- 
creſs is proof agaiaſt all their Attempts : He that quits 
this Caſtle, 1s jo to.periſh ; but he that holds faſt by 
this Stony Rock ſhall never be confounded, Let our 
Enemies rage, let Matchiavel, and his Brethren the Jeſuits 
Plot : let the Devil and all the Powers of Hell roar ; 
they ſhall never be able to Scale the Walls of this 


. Tower, whoſe top reacheth up to Heaven : It will be to 


Nah. x. 6. 


no purpoſe to contend with him, at whoſe very chide- 
ing the Foundations of the Earth are diſcover'd, and at 
whoſe touch the Mountains ſmoak ; and therefore. the 
Prophet Nahum asks Who can ſtand before his Indignation ? 
and who can abide the pan s of. his Wrath ? bis fury #s 
poured out like fire , the Rocks are thrown down by him, 
God need not move a foot to the reſcue of his Saints, 
tie- can but ſpeak the Word, and command a filly Army 
of Flies, Lice, Graſs-hoppers, and the like, to execute his 
Fadgments and Vengeance on His, and the Churches 
Enemies. His Arm is never ſhortned, he. can overthrow 


the Dragon, ſmite the Horſe 4nd his Rider 3 drown 


whole 
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whole Armies in the Sea, when his own People ſhall 


' go through on dry Land : He can make a Path in the 


great Waters, allay the heat of Fire: He can hold 
Satan in a Chain, and curb the whole Power of Hell. 


If then, he be with us, who can be againſt us? In- Ron8.4:, 


deed who will not be againſt us, but who ſo againſt us 
as to hart us. The Lord « with ws, ſaith the Pſalmilt, 
and what follows, The God of Jacob s our Refuge. 

It's the deriding queſtion which the Saints Enemies put 


to them in AfﬀMiQtion, where i now their God? But Davids Pi.1g.1o. 


enemies in good earneſt, ſeem to own the efficacy of this 
Divine Preſence, v hen =_y cry out, God hath forſaken him, Plal.11.11. 
perſecute him. and take him : ſecretly acknowledging, 

that while God is nigh his People, their Enemies may: 
purſue them, but not- overtake them. And therefore 

the Lord himſelf diſſwades from fear, upon this very 
ground, Fear thou not, for I am with thee: I will trenzth-16.. 41.10. 
en thee, yea I will help, yes 1 will uphold thee, with the Right 

Hand of my Righteouſneſs. Tn the greateſt and moſt 
ſurprizing difficulties then, ſay to thy ſelf, as David 

did, Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? and why art thou _ = 
diſquieted, within me? hope thou in God: And that not 
only. when the Waters are low, but whea they riſe to 

the height; not only in leſſer troubles, but in the great- 


eſt- exigencies : For the Loyd on high is mightier, than the Pr: g3. 4. 


noiſe of many waters : Tea then the mighty —_ the Sea: 
And therefore conſider not fo much thy diſtreſs, as thy 
Deliverer ; and when the mercileſs waves are ready to 
overflow thee, commit thy {clf to his cuſtody ; at whoſe 
Preſence the waters. flee and give back. The Waters ſaw pra. 41.6 


thee O God, the Waters ſaw thee, and: were affraid. Do bur cb. 1:4. 5. 


ſecure an Intereſt in him, and then thou mayeſt in the 
midd'ſt of the great'ſt dangers conclude, with David, The 
Lord 4 
Loyd i the ſtrength of my life, of whom then ſhall I be 
afraid ? 


Pſal. 45 7. 


my light, and my ſalvation, whos hall I fear ? the Pal 21.1-- 
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Verl. 3. 5- affraid ? Though an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart 


all not fear : though Wars ſhould riſe againſt me, yet in 
this I will be confident 1, fer in the time of trouble he ſhall hide 
me in his Pavilion, in the ſecret of his Tabernacle will he 
hide me, and ſet me upon a Rcck. 

Secondly, Is God's Preſence the Churches refuge, the ef- 
feual Cauſe of her fafety ? then let the glory be his, let 
him have the honour, let not us at any time (though we 


| have been ſucceſsful inſtruments) invade his Perogative, 


Luk. 13.1. 


Judg-7.18. 


Fxo04. 1*, 


or preſiime to ſhare in his Praifes, who is the fole*Author 
of all our Deliverances. Pilat's mingling the blood of 
the Galileans with their Sacrifices 1s recorded by the 
Evangeliſt as a blemiſh never to be wiped off. And for 
us to mingle the ſweat of our own endeavours, with the 
Sacrifices of our Praiſes, is a crime not to be forgiven: 
'Tis a Sacrilegious robbing God of his Honour. Neither 
our wit or forecaſt ,” our ſtrength or power, our money 
or friends, or any thing whatſoever muſt come in for a 
part in his praiſes : All theſe are but as Inſtruments in 
God's Hand who a&tuates and applies them when, and 
how, he himſelf pleaſes. Burt yet the Power, Provi- 
dence, and ProteQion of God, doth not, for all this, 
warrant us to flacken our own induſtry, or to expe& 
that be ſhould ſuccour us in our idleneſs and negligence. 
The Sword of the Lora, doth not Fight without tbe Sword 
of Gideon : But 'tis he alone that can ſtrengthen, aſſiſt 
and proſper our ordinary and juſt endeavours for our 
ſelves. In the Miracles of Chriſt, when he fed and 
fealted Men, we never find that he created Bread or 
Wine of nothing, but bleſſed, and'ſo changed, or mul. 
tiplied that which was by humane induſtry prepar*d 
before : To note, that God's Power and Providence muſt 
not exclude, but incourage Man's Induſtry. So long as 
Moſes held up his hands, God fought for 1/-ae/. There 
was Joſbuah's Sword, and Moſes's Hand or Prayer, and 


upon 
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upon thoſe God's ——_ And they were all to concur, 
if the Sword ſhould ceaſe, the Prayer would do no good, 
for God will not be tempted, it the Prayer faint, the 
the Sword is in vain, for God will not be negleted:; If 


God promiſe to be preſent, Joſhus mult promiſe to beJofh. 1. 5, 
couragious : Bur yet ſtill let the glory be his 3 for when ' ” 
all is done, unleſs He keep the City, the watch man watcheth Pfal.127.1. 


in vain. Onleſs he build the houſe, their labour is but in 
vain that build it. Unleſs he give the increaſe, the plant- 
ing of Paul, and the watering of CAppollo is but loſt 
labour. It's for Worldlings « ho are ignorant of Di- 
vine Providence, to boaſt of their Exploits, and like the 
Fly in the Fable ( that ſat on the Chartot Wheel) to ſay, 
Quantam vin pulveris excitavi, what a mighty Duſt have 
T raiſed ? What great things have we done ? whereas the 
faithful in the mideſt -of their greateſt Atchievements 


look off from themſelves, and piouſly conclude, Not #- pg; ot 


#0 us O Lord, not unto 1, but unto thy Name be the glory. 
They know full well, that unleſs he be pleaſed to favour 
their Attempts, neither the Plottiog of their Heads, 
nor the Solicitouſneſs of their Hearts, nor the Strength 
or Drugery of their Hands, nor the whole Concurrence 
of their created Strength, nor any acceſſory Aſſiſtances 
which they can procure, will be able to bring to paſs 
the otherwiſe moſt obvious and' feaſible Events : And: 
therefore it concerns us to- own our dependance on 
him, to Implore his direQtion in all our Counſels , 
His concurrence with all our A&ions, His bleſſing on 
all our Undertakings, and his Glory as the ſole End of 

all- that either we are, or do. | 
Thirdly, Tf God will be with us in the Waters, let us 
not forſake God for fear of the Waters, as do thoſe Cow- 
ards in Religion who quit this fortreſs, revolt from: 
the God of Power, and rely wholy on ' the Arm of 
Fleſh, vaunting, and even Blaſpheming, as Sernacherib did 
in 


ch 
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+ Chron. 
15. 2. 


2 Chron. 
I2. Fo 


Iſa. 59. 1. 


in his mighty Army, which one Angel deſtroyed in one 
Night. It is not ſeldom ſeen that Perſecution makes 
Mea forego their Profeſſion. And, which argues as 
little Policy as Piety (as One obſerves) for fear of the 
Storm they run from their Shelter. Worldlings think 
there is no Hope left, when Mens Strength or-Con- 
trivance fail z and juſt it is with God to leave them, 
who firſt leave him, and fly to broken Reeds which 
ſtand them in no ſtead in the day of Trouble. But 
you that are God's People, keep cloſe to the SanQtuary 
of God's Power, and never forget that ſacred Apho- 
riſm of Azariah, to Aſa and his People. The Lord is 
with you . while you be with him: But if you forſake hin 
be will forſake you. 

And how fatal ſuch a deſertion will prove , eſpeci- 
ally at this time, who ſees not ? We ſhall be thereby 
depriv'd of the ProteQtion of the Almighty, left naked 
among our Enemies, and laid open to the Rage and Fu- 
ry of our moſt bitter Adverſaries; an:1 the Lord may 
ſay to us as ſometime to [/rael, Te have for/aken me, 
therefore have I left you in the hand of Shiſhak, their moſt 
inveterate and cruel Enemie: And we may then with 
too much reaſon, and from a woful experience aſſent, to 
that of the Prophet.  Beho/d the Lord's Hand « not ſhort- 
ten'd that it cannot ſave ; neither # his Ear h#avy that it 
cannot hear : but your Iniquities have ſeparated betwixt you 
and your God; and your Sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear, | 

You are, under Divine Providence, the Bulwarks and 
Ramparts of our Nation : our Strongeſt Gariſons (conſi- 
dering our Situarion) are thoſe Wooden Caltles commit- 
ed to your Skill and Care, to your Valour and ConduR, 

Our Engliſh: Arms, eſpecially by Sea, have been and 
are at this inſtant fear*d all the World over.; and we 
now ride Soveraigo, not only on the Ocean, but the Mi- 


diteranean 
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r:nean too; A thing not known before. But though 
this be much, yet it will be in vain to rely upon it or 
ought elſe of this kind, while thoſe Sins are fo rife 
and common amongſt us which uſually provuke God's 
Wrath againſt a People ; while Piety, ſo neceſſary to true 
Valour and good Succels, is ſo little minded and ſo ge- 


nerally ſlighted. s 
We all own, there is a Holy and Powerful God, who 


can beſt teach our hands to War and our fingers to Fight. Plal144.1. 


Who is the Wiſe Diſpoſer of all Events. Who hath 
been by no other Name more known to his own Peo- 
ple than the Lord of Hoſts: and who will appear on 
one fide or other when Armies and Fleets engage, and 
whatever ſide he is pleaſed to Eſpouſe will be ſure to be 
Victorious : And how much then doth it concern us to 
ſecure an Alliance with him, that he appear not againſt 
us? Todraw our eyes form Forts and Towers, from Ar- 
mies and Fleets, and make him our Tower and Fortreſs 
if we would be ſafe ; How much doth it concern us to 
repent of thoſe Sins that may ſeperate between him and 
us ? to ſubdue our own Luſts, and conquer our Selves, 
and diſcard our Vices? A Viftory of this kind firſt ac- 
cquir'd, would be a moſt happy preſage of the fall of 
all our Enemies before us. 

And as Piety, ſo Juſtice and Charity are abſolutely 
requiſite to make you Proſperous and Succeſsful. This 
is certain. Benelicence and Charity give Men a Peculiar 
Title to the Favour and Bleffing, and Prote&ion of Al- 


migyty God in this Life : and doth contribute as much ” ”m_ 
or more than any thing towards our Happineſs in the 


Luk.s. 29, 


Life to come. And therefore, our Saviour calls it Laying 
wp for our ſelves treaſure in Heaven. It is, ſaith one, the 
putting {o much Stock into the Hands of God, to be 
there {ccur'd and improv'd for us and ours, and that up- 
on the beſt aſſurance, even his own Word, of havin 
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ſo much of it paid again to us or to ours in this World, as 
he in his Wiſdom knows to be beſt for us; according to that 
Provag.19. Scripture, He that hath pitty on the Puor , lendeth unto the 
Lord, and that which he hath given will he pay him again. | 
So that if we look no further then this life it ſelf, this % 
is really the beſt improvement we can make of our 
Wealth : For there is that ſcatereth and yet encreaſeth, and 
there is that witholdeth more then is meet, but it tendeth to p0= 
werty. The liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and he that water- 
eth ſball be water'd alſo himſelf. But then if we conſider 
what advantage it may be to us in the next ; it will 
appear to be much more ſo. It is the certain, if not 
the only courſe that rich Men can take to work that 
Miracle for themſelves of getting into the Kingdom of _, |- 
Heaven. It is nothing but Mens coveteouſneſs, their 
ſetting their Heart upon their riches, their placeing. 
their confidence in them, or their abuſing them in 
miniſtring to their Pride or Senſuallity, that makes it 
4s hard for them to enter in there, as for a Camel to go through 
the eye of a needle. Now the contrary uſe of them 
Luk.1619. Will remove this difficulty, it will make them Friends of 
the of unrighteous Mammon that when they fail they may re- 
ceive them into everlaſting Habitations. Tt will tecure the | 
prayers of the Poor Saints upon them and their Eſtates, _ 
The eyes which ſee thems will bleſs them, and the ear that hears \ | 
them will give witneſs to them,and the loins and the mouths, 
the backs and the bellies of the Poor and the Fatherleſs, 
will be as fo many real Supplications to God for them. 
So that a right uſe of their temporal wealth will both 
increaſe their ſtore here, and make way to Immortality, 
Fede.rs,s, 20d an Eternal reward hereafter. Caſt thy bread upon 
the Waters, faith the Wiſe King, for thou ſbalt find it af- 
ter many days. The words are variouſly explained, but 
I think he deviates not far, who conceives them to be an | 
alluſion to Husband-Men, who do not eat up, or ſell a- 


way 


Prov. 11+ 
24, 25s 


c-_- 


way all their Corn, for then the World would quickly be 
deſtitute : But the way they take to perpetuate the Fruits 
of the Earth, 1s to cait ſome of it back again into afruitful 
Soil, where the Waters come, and then in due time they 
receive it with incerale : ſo ſhould we do with theſe 
Worldly bleſſings, ſow them in the Bowels, and on the 
Backs of the poor Members of Chriſt, and in the day 
of Harveſt we ſhall find a great increaſe. If thow draw 


out thy ſoul to the Righteous, and ſatisfie the affliited ſoul, % 58.19, 
then ſball thy light "ite in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as © 


the Noon-day, then thy Waters, that is, thy Riches ſball not 
lye unto thee 5 but that happineſs which they falſly pro- 
miſe unto other Men , they ſhall really perform unto 
thee. And therefore it ſhould be our great care to do 


good to thoſe that are in want. That ſo the bleſſing of him Job 19.13. 


that was ready to periſh may come upon #s : to be rich in good 
works, and to eſteem that the beſt and moſt valuable part 
of our Wealth that's thus beſtow'd : becauſe it will be 
of uſe to us in the next life, in reſpet of which this 
is leſs than a Moment. 

It is the Goodneſs of God to give us oppurtunities of 
making the b-:ſtand trueſt uſe of our Wealth, and of im- 
proving it to our Eternal advantage, as well as in placing 
us in that more happy Station of being Givers rather 
than Receivers. Our Bleſſed Lord profeſlſeth himſelf to 
be ſtill hungry, naked, ſick and in priſon, and to ſtand 
in need of our viſits and ſupplys. For as he hath 
Strength enough and Compaſſion to take off the burden 
of our afflictions ; ſo hath he Poverty enough too, to 
eaſe that trouble and vexation which may grow from our 
abundance. It thou hadſt (faith a late Pious and Learn- 
ed Prelate) a whole Wardrope of caſt Apparel, Chriſt 
hath more Nakedneſs then all that can cover ; if whole 
Barns full of Corn and Cellars of Wine, Chrift hath 
more empty Bowels then all __ can fill ; if all the pre- 
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Matt, 25. 
40. 


Vetſ. 45. 


cious Drugs in a- Countrey, Chriſt hath more Sickneſs 
than all that can Cure; if the Power of a mighty 
Prince, Chriſt hath more Impriſonments than all that 
can enlarge ; if Sacks full of Silver and Gold, Chriſt hath 
more diſtreſſed Members to be comforted, more Breaches 
in his Church to be repair'd, more Enemies of his 
Truth ro be Oppoſed ; more Defenders of his Faith to be 
ſupply'd ; more Pious Offices to be attended, then all 
that will ſerve for. 

And this may leſſen the trouble that may ariſe from 
the Management of a great Eſtate, and from a load of 
abundauce of Earthly things, that Chriſt hath Poverty 
and Sickneſs-and other occaſions enough to employ it ; 
And for our incouragement to part with it, he hath pro- 
miſed that a cup of cold water given in his Name {hall 
not go unrewarded : and that what we do in feeding the 
Hungry, . clothing the Naked, viſiting the Sick, relieving 
the Needy and thoſe that are in Priſon, he ſhall take as 
done-to himſelf, Yerily :naſmuch - as ye have done it unto 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
me, Yea, ſo far is he concern'd in the diſtreſſes and 
wants of. his own , that the rule whereby at the laſt day 
he will judge of Mens affeQtions, of their love or hatred 
to himſelf, is the ſincerity of their love and liberality, their 
hatred and averſion to his Brethren and Members here : 
for in all their afflitions he is afflicted. And yet how 
many are now in the World whoſe love extends not 
beyond themſelves. who wallow in Plenty and Abun- 
dance, and yet take no- pitty either upon the Souls or 
Temporal neceſſities of thoſe with whom they yet pre- 
tend a fellowſhip in Chriſt's own Body. Who conſume 
more upon their Pride and Luxury, their Pleaſures and 
Exceſſes, their Luſts and Senſuality than ever they can 
perſwade themſelves to confer upon the Poor Saints. 
Surely at the Day of Judgment however ſuch Men here 
profels to love Chriſt ; they ſhall yet meet with that 


dread- 
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dreadful ſentence, Dapart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting 
Fire prepared for ths Dewil and his _Angels: And why o ? 
For 1 was an hungry, and ye gave me no meat, I nas thirſty, 
and ye gave me no arink : I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
mort in: naked and ye clothed me not : which are the rea- 
ſons of their Rejection. And yet we have ſome a- 
mo::gſt us v ho may well dread a heavyer Doom ; for if 
they that give nor to the Poor ſhall be adjudg'd ro Ever- 
laſting Fire ; what may they expett who leſſen or take 
away that little which they have : againſt whom the 
Great Judge will at the laſt day thus proceed, Depart 
from me ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire : For T had Meat 
and Drink, but ye forc'd it from me : I had a Houſe, 
but you turnd me out : I had Cloaths, but you 
ſtrip'd me : I was at Liberty, but you Impriſon'd me : 
I was in Heaith, but by your Exaftions and Oppreſlions, 
and the other Hardſhips you put upon me you made me 
Sick. The Parable damas the evil Servant for not Im- 

roving his Talent, thuugh he miſpent it not. Dives 
for not helping Lazar though he hurt him not, and if 
that dreadful Sentence be thundred out againſt thoſe 
who have not ſuccour'd and reliev'd the Poor , What 
ſhall be the End of them who have Oppreſs'd and Cruſh'd 
the Poor, that do Grind their Faces, and Inrich 
themſelves with the Spoils of the Fatherleſs and the 
Widow ; Surely if omiſſion of good Duties be whip'd 


with Rods, commitition of Impieties ſhall be ſcourg'd: 


with Scorpions. 


But 4 forget where I am; there being but little need 


to inſiſt upon this. Topick in this Place ; where Muai- 


ficence and Charity, Pity and Compaſſion, do dwell and' 


ſhine in all their Luſtre: ſuch a Charity as teacheth 
Men to lend without any hope of receiving again 3 and 
to ſuccour thoſe that can make no other Return than- 
by. their Bleſſings and their Prayers. A Charity _ 
EXLEn 
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extends not only to thoſe who are admitted, and to their 
Families, but to the Common Wealth. What an incou- 
ragement muſt it be to Engage in your Uſefull and Ho- 
nourable Profctfion, tho' attend'd with never ſo many dan- 
gers? to ſee thoſe who have been Maim'd or grown 
Aged in it, or by croſs providencies otherwiſe reJuc'd, 
ſo carcfully and comfortably provided for as they are 
here ; where you at once provide for the Soul and Body ; 
Relieve the helpleſs Man and the ſolitary Widow, take 
care of a preſent and future Subſiſtance, Which next 
to the Divine Succour and ProteCtion (as One hath ob- 
ſervd_ is the moſt likely way to preſerve the Chriſtian 
Faith it ſelf among us, the rare Ette&ts whereof we ſee 
and may juſtly admire in the Publick works of Charity 
which abound in and near this great City, than which 
the World affords no greater. And after all the boaſts 
of Charity in the Church of Rome, it will be hard to 
find any thing there to be fr to come 4n Competition 
with them; where you do in the moſt ample manner, 
Cloath the Naked. Feed the Hungry, Heal the Sick, and 
Provide for the Deſtitute ; this is ſo Bleſſed a Work, 
that nothing but want of ability can excuſe any Man 
from giving Aſſiſtance toir. 

What Happy Foundations are theſe, how Benificiall to 
our Countrey in compariſon of the old Monaſteries that 
were the Seats of Idleneſs and Superſtition 2 And what a 
Glory had it been to our Reformation (in every thin 
elſe a moſt Glorious Work) had the Revenues of thoſe 
Places not been diſpoſed of into private hands, or appli'd 
to any other than fuch Publick Uſes as theſe ; where- 
as now our Adverſaries upbraid us with their Miſaplica- 
tion as the great Blemiſh of our Separation from them ; 
as if the coveting the Churches Patrimony, rather then 
the avoiding their Errors had brought it about. 4nd 
can Point to many Places where Dogs and Horſes, 


Hawks 
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Hawks and Hounds grow fat with God's Portion, while the 
Poor Preacher grows lean with want, and hard Study- 
ing how to ſupply the remporal neceſſities of his Fa- 
mily, rather than the ſpiritual wants of his People ; by 
which means Prophecying in many Places comes to fail, 
and what the Iſſue will be, let Solomon tell you. 

I know it's uſually ſaid, that the conferring of thoſe 
Lands upon the Latety, hath proved to be the beſt Bul- 
wark that could be thought of againſt the ruturn of 
Popery. I am apt to believe it indeed : for whatever 
Men may do as to their Religion, they will be ſure not 
ealily to part with their Eſtates, But had they been 
leſs in Laymens Hands, if they had been Intruſted to 
fuch (Uſcful and Charitable Societies as Yours) which 
had in ſome meaſure anſwer'd the Pious intent of the 
Doners ?- But they are now otherwiſe SettPd, and much 
good may their Lands do them ; but it's well if their 
witholding the Tythes due out of thoſe Lands, prove 
not the moſt effeCtual way to bring in Popery ; for when 
all is done, a Paintul, Conſciencious, and Learned Clergy 
will prove the beft Fence againſt it. 


Who that Man is, mention'd by St. Paul Whom the + Theſ. 2. 
Lord will conſume with the Spirit of his Mouth, T am*: 


not to determine. If it be not his Holineſs, yet, if 
you read how he is deſcribd in the following words , 
you'll find he looks very like him ; but whether he be 
meant or no, this is certain, that the Sword of the Spi- 
rit in the hands of a Faithful and Powerful Miniſtery 
will prove the beſt, and every way the moſt effeQual 
Weapon for his Overthrow. But alas what Incourage- 
ments have Men of Parts or Learning, or of more then 
ordinary Abilities to ingage 1n a Profeſſion, more ex- 

ſed to Poverty and Contempt than any other. 

There are according to Cambden's Computation but 
9248 Pariſhes in Ezgl/ana, and of them almoſt 4ooo are 
Impro- 


Pro 
13. 
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Impropriated. And whereas They that Preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel, that is, they ſhould live, firſt, As 
1Tim.5.8. Believers He that provides not for his own is worſe then an In- 
fidel : therefore they ſhould have by the Goſpel ſufficient 
to Jay up for thoſe v hom the Law of common Huma- 
nity, much more of Faith commands them to provide for. 
2. They ſhould live as Miniſters, they ſhould have where 
*Hic ef af. W1th tO maintain the Duties of their Calling, as good Ex- 
11: ſa:ane, amples of Piety, Charity and Hoſpitality : that they may 
Aim confirm by Praftice what 1n Doctrine rhey teach. Yet in 
4; 24in;- many of thoſe Pariſkes that are Impropriated, they have 


) Cor.9.14. 


nros Min 
ftros, «t e- ſcarce wherewith to live as Mex. notiing for Delight, and 
ej 7%. in ſome of them hardly enough tor necetfity. And this (as 
aur, Cal- # Calvin juſtly complains) 1s the great Ingratitude of the 
CE World. as well as the malice and policy of Satan, by the 
bac arz: Poverty and Contempt of the Miniſters to bring the Goſ- 
rentar as- vel it felt into Contempt 3 and to deter Men of Learn- 
14 710g and Abilities from adventureing on ſo unreward'd a 
fam, dum Calling. But this is roo much by the by to be farther In- 
—_— ſiſted on here. Only it were to be wiſh'd that ſome 
plurims Courſe might be thoughr of (though ir were at the 
aiferrer,, Clergies own Expence by a new Purchaſe) ro Re-appro- 
ſuſcipiane. Priate theſe Impropriate, not Lands but Tyrhes to the 
din Church. This were a ſure way to increaſe our ſtore, and 
uy "5 toentitle our Poſterity, at leaſt, to all the bleflings of this 
Prov. 3.9, life and that which is to come. FHonony the Lord with 
20s thy Subſtance and the firſt fruiis of all thy increaſe : ſo ſhall 

thy Barns be filled with Plenty and thy Preſſes burſt out with 
Haggai. 2. zew Mine. Conſider now from this day and upward, ſince a 
15,19 ſtone hath been laid of my Houſe. 1.e. Since you have put 

your ſelves to any charge for my Worſhip, I will ſhurely 
Mal. 3. 9, bleſs you. Te are curſed with a curſe for ye have robbed me e- 
0. ven this nhole Nation. Bring ye all the Tythes into my Houſe, 

and prove me +4 I will not open the Windows of Heaven and 

pour you out 4 Bleſſing that there ſhall be no room to receive it. 


It 
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cruel Adreraris the ſhreeks of "Women and-. Children, the 
thuodriog of tho ſe murdering pieces in their-Ears: They ſee their 
Towns and Cities-burning, their Houſes rifled, their Temples 
- von. their Wives. ra ed, their Children bleeding on the- 
avements,, 4 (roving on the mercileſs Pikes: They hear the 
confi cok noiſe of Men. noſes in their diſtracted Ears; ſome dy- 
others, inſultiog; others refittings :they ſee 
det  with:tbreathle Carcaſes ;; Men aid 
Horſes wallowing in their owt blood, and the ghaſtly viſagesof 
Wounds and. Death inevery Corner. While we, whoſe caſe ic 
rt. as.well mov (and:4t was'the caſe of fomeof our-fel- 
low Subje x-ſinct) ;do hke>thoſe-in; the Prophet, Lye 
upon. Bea, of. Ng He cb aur ſoluds ypor aur Gourbes, and eat the 
Lambs. out of the: flock; and thi Galves out of the: milf of the -ftall, 
Whele we chaunt to the Viol; and, drink Wine in bowls, and andint our 
ages o_ the chief Oyntment. ny tn x td thoſe. 2 py 
ergo.in but let us not be 0in compaſſi ons let 
us. HEN wogers the Calamities of, War:-with their eyes, and-feel 
them babes fides, and Jet not:the AfftiAvons of. poor * 
be forgorcen,' And let us-never forger-how much we are- 
ing to thoſe, who are the Ioftrunients of our-Peace, and- contri- 
bute fo rmuch; to; the :caatinuance- of our quier. - 1. Next hder 


God to opr Gracioas King): frbaloredymiates expoling him- 
Ns (9 ſacritiae;his iLife for our ſafery;!'And next uhter 
hig;, 5p "0g: Valzod Gonntrepimen) ahi as'it were 
pO p usand Riliris may; we never you our 
Purles.or our Prayers. None. I know, except ſuch as are Tray- 
tors to their rey, as well as.to the Government,-(and ts 
oy Hams be i 4 ea, ſome ſach we have amo us) none but 


Mey. ind inde the , deny-you the later,; that is, cheir Prayers ; 

avg oy whit as much'reaſon cheerfully to parc 
a, ind po Cats (though perha = heavy) are 
yer LANeR p > a 'to _—_—_ he Sea-banks,' which o- 
therwile- would drown. ang. overwhe m-all;- They are to pre- 
ſerve us from the lncroarh ments: of an inveterate.Enemy, whoſe 
very Mages are. Cruel. And they who'by vying t the Tax, 


IT Way, weaken the Defence of th \ 
pe upon-as Men bereav'd rn > of g60d) i 
a oe wherever the 


Eaven. Naxcan. they have any. thin fay for't 
Goberdoha may be 
Toh they were (uch 


Government or Go 
099000 C08, Art at the Stace, and 


would falily ropeyient them, yet it 
a Mans own 
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ha by. Jews, Tur beeg.ever look'd on as horrid 
add 6 :. And þ dnp Lacan way en Gs 
this, do ſhare in the fame guilt : lack 2s embeze] the Publick Stores, 


or Snip the Publick Money, eſpecially if chey with-hold the Soldi- 
diers or the Seamens Dues, which i is the price of their blood, do real- 


ly-rob Spery, Amit r Perſon. in.the Nation, who is Intereft'd 


depends thereupon z and ſuch Chears (1 

call.t py no- better). are ro be: abhorr'd, more ſeverely 
oy d, than Kone on che igh-way. 

dos, Tot To be falſe.qr perfidious'in any Publick Office or Truſt in 

Bega 15 not. only co- betray the Intereſt of theſe 


Na oy AGO, with us, 


France, W ich Congo Pr wh Li 
bones [other Ntons A. guile not to-be he 


i0-it.. Aw 
their Wooden Shoes Xx ms ey they will. reproach thee 


pennance. 
Country, -or ſuffer in its ruine. 
And therefore as we would not ſee the Eand of onr WW in- 
eviett OX Forreiga Po Power: Me 0 Ayo _ have-our Reh 
to Popery, As we ie would ox 
Ren refine ate efling afar dear own and above all, as 
we would not ſee the Abomination of ſora in ourCharches, 
and that Religion,which our Martyrs Ts d wi COT Blood, 
eclips'd, if not extinguilh'd. I ſay, as wewoull noe ſhare in theſ(e.in- 
collerableGrievances, and longer -injoy thoſe i ſtimadle has hows 
both Spiritual and Temporal, wherewith we {above ere 
ther Pome) ſufficiently left: We muſt dotwo' thingss 1" W 


M1 in ur. Stations endeayoour a through Reformation, and Ago ys 


fake, do all that in us lies, to diſcourage and root out that: 
Atheiſm, Profaneſs, and Debauchery, that hath overſpread its Bor- 
ders. Then ſhall we 24. Be fitted forall thoſe Services God is calling. 


'us to. This will whet and -enliven our Courage, which together 
-undaunred 


wean juſtnefs of oar Cauſe,” will' make us bold and 

We engage our Enemies. This will ſecure us chat God Himſelf 
by us, and then who can be againft us ? hors Vice and Impiety do 
expoſe.a People and Nation to Miſery 4nd Ruine z- ſo vertaons and 
good Courſes, when Men are careful co pleaſe God, when they -are 
at, ſober, chaſt, merciful, and diligenc beret GodrLeweanl | 
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